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Printz Dance Project performs energetic, crisp, and intricate contemporary dance in their ninth season at the Cowell Theater 

Features repertory favorites, plus a premiere cross-cultural collaboration with Siamsa Tire, National Folk Theater of Ireland
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  September 13, 2008 — Printz Dance Project performs their breed of energetic, crisp, and intricate contemporary dance in their ninth season at San Francisco’s Cowell Theater, Fort Mason Center, Friday–Sunday, November 6–8, at 8 p.m.. This year features repertory favorites and live music — and the premiere of an exciting cross-cultural collaboration with Siamsa Tire, National Folk Theater of Ireland.
The evening program includes the world premiere of the collaboration Plus two repertory favorites, the Cowell Theater premiere of PDP’s “Point B”, and two works by Siamsa Tire:

Collaboration (world premiere)(working title)
Choreography and Dancers – Printz Dance Project, Catherine Young, and Siamsa Tire.

Background: This exciting cross-cultural project began in August 2007 when PDP traveled to Ireland to begin an in-studio collaboration. The concept began with a series of questions such as: What happens when you put two companies, from opposite parts of the world into a studio together?   What happens when you integrate the music and movement impulses of such differing companies?  What can we learn from each other?  What cross-pollination, influence and artistic impact can this have? 

Point B (Cowell Theater premiere) – We often tackle goals and life plans with a “point A to point B” strategy.  Yet in being so linear in our thinking, we often ignore the signs, obstacles and detours that life throws our way.  Those obstacles that we deem as “problems” can often serve as the biggest aids and lessons if we allow ourselves to take them in and see something new.  The so called obstacles can often be the impetus for a new path or plan that is ultimately more rewarding, fulfilling and beneficial than the original “point B” we were aiming for.  This piece investigates that concept.

Simasa Tire will perform:
An Damhsóir / The Dancer: Dedicated to the memory of traditional Irish step-dancing legend Jack Lyons, who performed with Siamsa Tíre until his death in 1983, at the age of 83. Undeterred by his advanced age, Lyons  used the support of a chair to show his steps.

 

Seville Suite: This piece combines traditional Irish step dance with Flamenco. Featuring live music by Bill Whelan. 
ABOUT PRINTZ DANCE PROJECT

Founded by Stacey Printz, Printz Dance Project is known for refined athleticism, technically challenging movement, and the seamless blending of modern dance vocabulary with jazz, hip hop and other cultural forms. They have performed in festivals, and showcased original, evening-length works nationwide, including at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, Joyce Soho, and U.C.L.A.’s Freud Hall. Internationally, they have performed in Russia, Ireland, and at the International Festival of Dance in Kaunas, Lithuania. 

Choreographer Printz has collaborated with renowned artists of any disciplines, such as acclaimed spoken word artist Marc Bamuthi Joseph for Scourge, which headlined the Hip Hop Theater Festival at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, and The Breaks, which premiered at YBCA in 2008 and was performed at Humana Festival, Spoleto Festival, and the Kennedy Center.
 

Printz Dance Project company members are: Alissa Pearce, Dudley Flores, Jenni Bregman, Laura Sharp, Sharon Gallagher, Josie Garthwaite, Katie Aggen. 
Guest dancers: Wendy Jones, Gina Schmidt and more.
Siamsa Tire: JonathanKelliher (artistic director), Adrienne Heaslip, Justin Walsh, Jacqueline O’Mahony, and Guest dancer Catherine Young.
 

 

Printz Dance Project
Thursday–Saturday, November 6–8

8 p.m.
Cowell Theater, Fort Mason Center, San Francisco
Tickets $20 general, $18 student
Box Office: 415-345-7575
www.printzdance.org
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